
 

 

 

HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

Minutes of March 23, 2021 

 

The 395th meeting of the Holyoke Community College Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, 

March 23, 2021, remotely with Chair Robert W. Gilbert, Jr. presiding. 

 

MEMBERS 

PRESENT 
 

Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., Chair 

Charles Epstein 

Trustee Gi 

Ted Hebert 

Yolanda Johnson 

Suzanne Parker 

Lucy Perez 

Evan Plotkin 

Ivonne Vidal 

Eleanor Williams 

 

MEMBERS 

ABSENT 

 

ALSO 

PRESENT 

Amy Brandt, Beth Breton, Dale Brown, Michele Cabral, Maureen Conroy, Karen 

Desjeans, Veena Dhankher, Mary Dixey, Amy Dopp, Clara Elliott, Rosemary 

Fiedler, Curt Foster, Jeff Hayden, Anne Herron, Tricia Kiefer, Johanna Lebron, 

Lauren LeClair, Hollis Martin, Lea Occhialini, Kris Ricker Choleva, JoAnne 

Rome, Christina Royal, Narayan Sampath, Shannon Sarkisian, Amanda 

Sbrisicia, Adrienne Smith, Idelia Smith, Linda Szalankiewicz, Renee Tastad, 

Gertrude Tynan, Lori Wayson, and Chris Yurko 

 

CALL TO ORDER At 8:03 am, the meeting was officially called to order by Chair Gilbert. 

 

Roll Call Attendance:  

Charles Epstein  Yes 

Trustee Gi  Yes 

Suzanne Parker  Yes 

Lucy Perez  Yes 

Evan Plotkin  Yes 

Ivonne Vidal  Yes 

Chair Gilbert  Yes 

 

CONSIDERATION OF 

CONSENT AGENDA 

ITEMS 

Chair Gilbert asked if any consent agenda items needed to be moved to the 

regular agenda.  

 

Chair Gilbert called for a vote of the Consent Agenda.   

 Consideration of Minutes for Board of Trustee Meeting of 

February 23, 2021 

 Report of Personnel Actions dated March 23, 2021 

o To approve the personnel actions listed for the Faculty and 

MCCC Unit Professional State 

o To approve the recommendations for change in rank 

o To approve the recommendation for tenure 
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 To empower the President of the College to approve all 

personnel actions prior to the next meeting. 

 Committee Reports 

• Advocacy 

• Audit and Finance  

• By-Laws and Governance 

• Equity 

• Nominating 

• Presidential Evaluation 

• Strategic Planning 
 

A motion was made by Trustee Perez and seconded by Trustee Plotkin to 

approve the Consent Agenda. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

Charles Epstein  Yes 

Trustee Gi  Yes 

Yolanda Johnson Yes 

Suzanne Parker  Yes 

Lucy Perez  Yes 

Evan Plotkin  Yes 

Ivonne Vidal  Yes 

Chair Gilbert  Yes 

 

CHAIR’S REMARKS  Attended a joint meeting of the Board’s Equity Committee and the 

College’s Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Committee.  There is a lot of 

work going on at the College and we are making progress on Equity. 

 Attended a meeting of the Board Chairs of the community colleges to 

elect a representative to the Board of Higher Education. He encouraged 

Trustees to attend the Board of Higher Education’s Board meetings. 

Chair Gilbert also attended the meeting on Fiscal Affairs, and it was 

voted to freeze the tuition at $24 a credit for the coming year.  In the fall, 

they are going to discuss a whether the College can retain the tuition and 

use in their budget, or should it be kept in the State’s general fund.  More 

information on meetings can be found on the website at:  

https://www.mass.edu/bhe/meetings.asp  

 Attended an Audit and Finance Committee meeting on March 9th to 

discuss fees for the upcoming fiscal year. 

 Attended the Equity Committee meeting on March 12th. 

 Attended the Bylaws and Governance Committee meeting on March 16th.  

The Bylaws document is ready for a final draft review with President 

Royal.  Also, the Committee will be working on a Trustee Guidebook so 

there will be a roadmap and guidance for future Trustees. 

 If anyone is interested in serving as the Vice Chair or Secretary to contact 

Trustee Johnson, who is the Chair of the Nominating Committee.  

Election of these positions will happen at the Annual Meeting in June. 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT Equity-Mindedness:  Mental Health – presented by Renee Tastad, Assistant Vice 

President of Student Affairs and Dean of Enrollment Management 
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Equity-Mindedness:  LGBTQ+ – presented by Renee Tastad, Assistant Vice 

President of Student Affairs and Dean of Enrollment Management 
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Strategic Plan FY 19-22 Metrics Update – presented by Veena Dhankher, 

Director of Institutional Research; and Kris Ricker Choleva, Director of 

Planning, Curriculum and Assessment 
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President Royal thanked the speakers today for these substantial updates. 

Updates: 

 Commencement will be virtual and viewable on the College’s YouTube 

Channel, HCC website and social media on June 5, 2021 at 10 am.  The 

Committee has selected a vendor to partner with and the final details are 
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being worked out.  There will be one ceremony for both classes, and we 

will be starting to communicate those details out to our HCC community. 

 President Royal thanked the faculty, staff, administrators, and, of course, 

our students for the perseverance through a worldwide pandemic.  It has 

impacted our community in a large way, and due to the collective efforts 

and willingness to come together as a community, we have put our 

students first. 

 

ADJOURNMENT On a motion by Trustee Johnson and seconded by Trustee Epstein it was VOTED 

to adjourn today’s meeting. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Charles Epstein  Yes 

Trustee Gi  Yes 

Yolanda Johnson Yes 

Lucy Perez  Yes 

Evan Plotkin  Yes 

Ivonne Vidal  Yes 

Eleanor Williams Yes 

Chair Gilbert  Yes 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:39 am. 

 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

   Ivonne Vidal, Secretary  

        Board of Trustees 

 

 

 

 

Approved: Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., Chair, April 27, 2021 
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